CONTENTS

EDITORIAL .................ooooeeieiieeiiieeeeeeee ettt et 225
Magdalena CIUBANCAN, Angela-Oana DRAGAN, Irina HOLCA,
Alexandra MUSTATEA, Roman PASCA, Carmen SAPUNARU-TAMAS

Education and Language

AN ANALYSIS OF JAPAN'S EDUCATIONAL REFORMATIONS
AND SIGNIFICANT BARRIERS TO HIGHER EDUCATION ................ 229
Sheikh AJAHAR

ON THE VERB KI/KOYU IN PREMODERN JAPANESE: SEMANTIC
EXPANSION OF COMPREHENSION USAGE........ccocooeoniiiinnicie 238
Daiki YOSHITAKE

Intellectual history, Philosophy, Confucianism

FUKUZAWA YUKICHI AND KARL MARX ON THE ‘STAGNATION’
AND THE ‘OPENING’ OF ASIAN SOCIETIES. AN EXPERIMENTAL
APPROACH OF COMPARATIVE RECEPTION HISTORY ......ccooue...... 253
Ferenc TAKO

FUKUZAWA YUKICHI AS THE FIRST ADVOCATE OF FINANCIAL
CAPITALISM IN JAPAN ....ooii s 277
Ryohei KAGEURA

CONFUCIAN WOMEN, WOMEN CONFUCIANS:

REASSESSING CONFUCIANISM AND WOMEN’S

STATUS BEFORE THE MEII PERIOD.........cco.comiimririinrieneiesieenennns 289
Alexandra MUSTATEA

Secondary Forms of Expression

ANIMALS OF WAR: VISUAL AND TEXTUAL

REPRESENTATIONS IN GRAPHIC MAGAZINES

OF THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR (1904-1905).....ccccvvieeiiieiireeieeenen. 314
Irina HOLCA

SYNERGY volume 21, no. 2/2025



[224

WHAT IS THE OBI IN JAPANESE BOOKS?......ccoiiiiiiiiiiiicieee 344
Mizuki MATSUMOTO

Business, Economy and The Sacred

IDENTIFYING OPPORTUNITIES IN ROMANIAN-JAPANESE
ECONOMIC RELATIONS ...ttt ettt e e e eeeeeeaee e e e s eesesneneeeas 366
Costin-Andrei ISTRATE

AT THE INTERSECTION OF PROFIT AND THE SACRED:
AN ANALYSIS OF ISE DAI KAGURA FROM THE BUSINESS

MODEL PERSPECTIVE ... 380
Carmen SAPUNARU-TAMAS
Masanao KAWAKAMI
Book Review
JAPANESE LITERARY THEORIES: AN ANTHOLOGY ....covvvueee.. 399

George T. SIPOS

SYNERGY volume 21, no. 2/2025



